
עקרונות שיטת הבחירות – מבט משווה
במרבית חוקות העולם יש אזכור כללי ועמום של שיטת הבחירות. נוסחת חישוב הקולות לא מאוזכרת. לעיתים יש אזכור לעקרון לפיו נקבעים כמה מושבים יש בכל מחוז בחירה. במיעוט המקרים, כגון בחוקה השוודית (ראה להלן) יש אזכור מפורט של שיטת הבחירות.

דוגמאות לסעיפים חוקתיים העוסקים בשיטות בחירות:

גרמניה – סעיף 38

Article 38 [Elections]
(1) The deputies to the German House of Representatives [Bundestag] are elected in general, direct, free, equal, and secret elections. They are representatives of the whole people, not bound by orders and instructions, and subject only to their conscience.

(2) Anyone who has attained the age of eighteen years is entitled to

vote; anyone who has attained majority is eligible for election.

(3) Details are regulated by a federal statute.

הולנד – סעיף 53
Article 53
 (1) The members of both Chambers shall be elected by proportional representation within the limits to be laid down by Act of Parliament.
(2) Elections shall be by secret ballot.
איטליה – סעיף 56 (1)
Article 56 [The Chamber of Deputies]
 (1) The Chamber of deputies shall be elected by universal and direct suffrage.
ספרד – סעיף 68 

Article 68 [Election]
 (1) The House of Representatives is composed of a minimum of 300 and a maximum of 400 Deputies elected by universal, free, equal, direct, and secret suffrage under the terms established by law.
(2) The electoral district is the province. The cities of Ceuta and Melilla shall be represented by one deputy each. The law shall distribute the total number of deputies, assigning a
minimum initial representation to each district and distributing the remainder in proportion to the population.
(3) The election in each district shall be conducted in keeping with the criteria of proportional representation.
פינלנד –   סעיף 25

Section 25 Parliamentary elections
 (1) The Representatives shall be elected by a direct, proportional and secret vote. Every citizen who has the right to vote has equal suffrage in the elections.
(2) For the parliamentary elections, the country shall be divided, on the basis of the number of Finnish citizens, into at least twelve and at most eighteen constituencies. In addition, the Aland Islands shall form their own constituency for the election of one Representative.
(3) The right to nominate candidates in parliamentary elections belongs to registered political parties and, as provided by an Act, to groups of persons who have the right to vote.
(4) More detailed provisions on the timing of parliamentary elections, the nomination of candidates, the conduct of the elections and the constituencies are laid down by an Act.
שוודיה – סעיפים שונים בפרק 3
Chapter 3 Article 1
 (1) The Parliament is appointed by free, secret and direct elections.
Article 6
 (1) Sweden is divided into constituencies for the purpose of elections to the Parliament.
(2) The Parliament is made up of three hundred and ten
permanent constituency seats and thirty-nine adjustment seats.
(3) The permanent constituency seats are distributed among the constituencies on the basis of a calculation of the relationship between the number of those entitled to vote in each constituency and the total number of persons entitled to vote in the entire country. This distribution between constituencies is fixed for three years at a time. 

Article 7
 (1) The seats are distributed between parties. Party is understood to mean any association or group of voters which appears in an election under a specific designation.
(2) Only a party which receives at least four per cent of the votes cast throughout the whole of the country is entitled to share in the distribution of seats .A party which receives fewer votes however participates in the distribution of the permanent constituency seats in any constituency where it receives at least twelve per cent of the votes cast. 

Article 8
 (1) The permanent constituency seats in each constituency are distributed proportionately between the parties on the basis of the result of the election in that constituency.
(2) The adjustment seats are distributed between the parties in such a way that the distribution of all the seats in the Parliament, other than those permanent constituency seats which have been allocated to a party with less than four per cent of the votes cast, is proportionate to the total number of votes cast respectively for the participating parties in the whole of the country. If, in the distribution of the permanent constituency seats, a party obtains more seats than correspond to the proportional representation for that party in the Parliament, then that party and the permanent constituency seats which it has obtained shall be disregarded in the distribution of the adjustment seats. After the adjustment seats have been distributed between the parties, they are allocated to constituencies.
(3) The odd number method is used to distribute the seats between parties, with the first divisor adjusted to 1.4.


